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HEADLINE PERSONALITY 


nJ 


SACs Gen. Power 
Sticks to His Guns 


By th* Associated Pres 

Gen . Thomas Sarsfieldlpower, 

wBoneame'i.the 

sponsibility of runninf the 
Strategic Air Command, has 
odds with the 
top men in the Pentagon more 
than once. 

The personality of this ram¬ 
rod, stopwatch, spit-and-polish 
four-star general makes it a 
distinct possibility that it could 
happen again. 

Gen. Power's latest disagree¬ 
ment was with Secretary of 
Defense Gates. In a New York 
speech last month Gen. Power' 
said that without an ample 
missile warning system, a sur¬ 
prise attack by 300 Russian 
missiles could virtually wipe out 
in 30 minutes America’s bomber 
and missile retaliatory force. 
This is the SAC which Gen. 
Power commands. He advo¬ 
cates keeping some bombers in 
the air at all times to avoid 
such a sneak attack. 

Mr, Gates, justifying the ad- 
xfjnisfcration's defense budget 
before a congressional commit- 
said he and the Joint 
Cjiefs of Staff consider Gen, 
Power’s estimate unrealistic. 
He carefully avoided any per¬ 
sonal criticism of Gen. Power, 

Yesterday Gen. Power got a 
chance to back down if he 
wished. His reply to a Senate 
committee was characteristic: 
I still stand by my statements 
in that speech.” 

Book Disagreement 

Gen. Power had a disagree¬ 
ment last year with Mr. Gates* 
predecessor, Neil H. McElroy. 

Gen. Power had written a 
book called “Design for Sur¬ 
vival.” Copies of the manu¬ 
script circulated on Capitol 
Hill and some of it became 
public. 

Playing on the same theme, 
Gen. Power had written at one 
point that an enemy attack 
“would find us ready to strike 
back but ill prepared to ward 
off the blow.” 

Mr. McElroy put a Pentagon 
lid on the book and refused 
permission for it to be pub¬ 
lished. His only explanation 
was that it was inappropriate 
for a major commander on ac¬ 
tive duty to write a book about 
his current area of command, 
in. Power accepted the ruli: 
pesteC| hufakrWM obvicn 
(toi iofenj yoge Pentagon 
deemed the book toocri 
1 of administration defei 
policies. 





FULL NAME—Thomas Sarsfield 
Power. 

CLAIM TO FAME—Chief of the 
Strategic Air Command. 

HOME— Baltimore. 

BIRTHDAY—June 18, 1905. V 4 

EDUCATION—Barnard Prepara¬ 
tory School, New York; A, C. 
Primary Flying School; Ad¬ 
vanced Flying School. 

JOBS—Construction engineer, 
1924*1928; commissioned sec- 
lieutenant in the Army Air Re¬ 
serve, 1929, advancing through 
grades to full general; in World 
War II led B-29 raids on Tokyo; 
deputy assistant chief of air 
staff, 1946-1948; air attache 
to London, July-October, 1948; 
vice commander. Strategic Air 
Command, 1948-1954; com¬ 
mander, SAC, 1957 to present. 

FAMILY—Wife, Mae Ayre Power; 
no children. 

HOBBIES—Golf, fishing. .. . 

Gen. Power, 65, has been 

t ailed “tense,” “overly ambi- 
ious,” “dour” and *grim.” 

“The Right Man” 

He also was called ' exactor 
the right man to take over 
command of the Strategic Air 
Command in 1957 from Gen. 
Curtis LeMay. 

Gen. Power had served as 
Gen. LeMay’s right arm at SAC 
for almost six years, then took 
charge in 1954 of the Air Re¬ 
search and Development Com¬ 
mand, which at that time was 
developing the Atlas and Titan 
long-range missiles. 

[When he’s scheduled to go; 
sfmewhere in his staff plane; 
pulls up in his command car 
precisely one minute before 
iparture time. When 1 ~ 
steps from the car CRT"si 
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hoard enginfe is started. _ , 
Ihe climbs up the ramp the por 
engine is started. Exactly oi 
jime he slips into the pilot! 
seat and shoves off. If anyont 
in the party is 30 seconds late | 
he gets left behind. 


T 


„He is an avid golfer and fish¬ 
erman when he has time an< 
enjoys reading history and bi¬ 
ography. An expert in judo, 
the Japanese art of self de¬ 
fense, he holds the coveted 
“black belt” rating in the sport.! 

Geen. Power was born in 
New York and caught the fly¬ 
ing fever at an early age 
around the primitive airports 
of Long Island. When he ap¬ 
plied for air cadet training he 
found himself short of college 
credits. He made these up 
with an intensive course c l 

[ light study. 

He married the former Mai 
tyre in 1936 while on duty 1 1 
he Philippines. 
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